The Epistle to the Romans
Study 11
Romans 6

1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 

2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 

3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 

4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 

6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 

8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 

9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 

10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 

11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 
“In his early teens, John Newton ran away from England and joined the crew of a slave ship.  Some years later he himself was given to the black wife of a slave trader in Africa.  He was cruelly mistreated and lived on leftovers from the woman’s meals and on wild yams he dug from the ground at night.  After escaping, he lived with a group of natives for a while and eventually managed to become a sea captain himself, living the most ungodly and profligate life imaginable.  But after his miraculous conversion in 1748, he returned to England and became a selfless and tireless minister of the Gospel in London.  He left for posterity many hymns and best-loved of those is “Amazing Grace”.  He became the pastor of a church in England, and to this day the churchyard carries an epitaph that Newton himself wrote:
John Newton, Clerk,

Once an infidel and libertine,

A servant of slaves in Africa,

Was, by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour,

Jesus Christ,

Preserved, restored, pardoned,

And appointed to preach the faith

He had long laboured to destroy.

How could such a debauched, self-proclaimed enemy of the faith eventually be able to say with Paul, 1 Timothy 1:12-13, "And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;  Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief."?  How could that apostle have addressed the Corinthian believers as (in) 1 Corinthians 1:2, ".... to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints.....” and yet say to them, 1 Cor 6:9  “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you...”  Paul immediately gives the answer, reminding them that they were “...justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”  (John MacArthur)
In Chapters 6-8, Paul deals with this miraculous transformation in the life of a believer.  He deals with the power of the Gospel in producing the practical changes in a believer’s life.  In the earlier chapters he deals with the sin of man and his redemption.  Now he moves on to talk about the holiness of a believer after his conversion.... he deals with what is known as sanctification.
In Chapter 4, the legalistic Jews who opposed Paul were insistent that for a person to be saved he must obey the Mosaic laws, in particular he must be circumcised.  Paul made it very clear by citing the example of Abraham that Abraham believed God and it was counted to him for righteousness. Romans 4:3, "For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness."  Justification is by faith and faith alone.  It is by God’s grace that we are saved.
In Rom 5:20, he teaches in Romans 5:20, "Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:"  He knew that there were the legalists who would make this accusation against him. “Paul, you are saying if sin increases, then God would pour down even greater graces. Are you teaching that sin actually glorifies God because it causes God to show more of His graces?  Therefore, people ought to sin more.  The more they sin the more God’s name would be glorified.”
Paul’s answer to that twisted thinking is this: Romans 3:6, "God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world?"  God can never encourage people to sin.  He is absolutely righteous. He will definitely judge sin.  In fact, He will righteously judge the world.
Opposite to the legalists, there were the libertines, those who believe that the OT laws do not apply and so they say, “Since it is true that where sin abounds, grace does much more abound.”  Let us sin, the more we sin the more grace we get ..........  

We come to verse 1 of Romans 6:

1. Verses 1 & 2  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Qn:  What was Paul’s answer to the libertines?

.................................................................................................................................................................... ....................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  How do you answer people who are not libertines but ‘antinomians’, people who believe that the OT moral laws no longer apply in the NT context?

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Yes, it’s true we might declare that we are not ‘antinomians’, but in what ways might we behave like them?
....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

2. Verses 3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:
Qn:  Paul’s next answer to those who say, “Let us sin that grace may abound.” is this: “as many as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death.”   Explain what Paul means by baptism here?  Refer to 1 Cor 10: 1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea;  2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea...
....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

Now water baptism also represents our identification with the Lord Jesus Christ, which is what the great Apostle Paul is talking about here.  To have an idea of what this identification means let’s turn to 1 Cor 10.  1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea;  2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;

(Note:  To refer to this baptism as meaning immersion is incorrect.  The children of Israel were not immersed in the water.  They ‘all passed through the sea’ over dry land.  The ones immersed were the pursuing Egyptians who drowned in the sea.  This baptism unto Moses refers to identification with Moses.  The Israelites were joined to Moses.  They were in union with him and were acknowledging they were willing to follow his leadership.)
And that is what is meant here when Paul says, 3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?   When we were baptized, our baptism represented our identification with the Lord Jesus Christ.  It represented our union with Him.
Qn: Through our baptism, we are identified with Him in three ways - (a) in His death (see also Romans 6: 6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.) (b) in His burial (c) in His resurrection.  Elaborate on each of the identifications.
....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

3. Verse 6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 
Qn: Some commentators think that Paul was likening the sinful nature or the body of sin to the corpse that a murderer had to carry around as a punishment for his crime.  Apparently, in ancient time one kind of punishment handed down to a criminal for his crime of murder was to tie the dead body of the person he murdered to him.  Everywhere he went he had to carry the rotting body along with him to remind him of his crime.  How apt is this illustration for our sinful nature?  How would people respond to the stench of this ‘rotting body’, if we continue to carry it around?

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

4. Verse 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 

Qn:  Does this mean that a believer is so freed from sin that he will never sin again?  Comment on this statement: “We still sin, and we still sin wilfully but a Christian can never say that he had to sin.”  (Sproul).

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

5. Verse 8  Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: 

Qn:  It is true that if we died with Christ, we shall live with Him forever. But right now as we live on this earth, should we be identifying ourselves with Him?
....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

6. Verses 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 

Qn:  We know that Christ rose up from the dead and is never to die again.  This means that death is no longer master over Him.  Now verses 3-5 teach us that we have died and have been raised with Christ.  That being the case, what relationship do we believers have with death?
....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Verse 10 “For in that he died, he died unto sin once ....” (Pulpit commentary on this: “Christ was, indeed, never subject to sin, or himself infected with it, as we are; but he "bore the sins of many;" "the Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all." He submitted for us to the condition and penalty of human sin; but, when he died, he threw off its burden, and was done with it forever.)  In Christ, we have died with Him, what must we realize about ourselves with regard to sin?

....................................................................................................................................................................

Qn: Verse 10 “... but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God.”   What is the purpose of showing us this truth – the permanent life of the risen Lord is unto God ie to promote the glory of God? 

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

7. Verses 11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. 
Qn:  Practically, how may we be able to live a victorious Christian life?

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................
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